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Abraham  Lincoln 
lOO  Years  Ago 


Lincoln  in  1862 

In  1862  Abraham  Lincoln  was  serving  his 
first  full  year  as  the  sixteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  a  year  of  momentous 
decisions  in  the  conduct  of  the  Civil  War  and 
a  year  of  heartbreak  in  the  Lincoln  family. 

After  deliberating  several  months  on  a  plan 
of  compensation  for  gradually  freeing  all 
slaves,  Lincoln  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  rebelling  states 
would  be  a  policy  that  might  help  speed  up  the 
end  of  the  war.  This  decision,  after  much  de- 
liberation, led  to  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. Having  given  General  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan  ample  opportunity  to  train  a  vast  army 
to  strike  at  Richmond,  the  President  felt  com- 
pelled to  relieve  this  controversial  leader  be- 
cause of  his  failure  to  take  decisive  steps 
against  the  Confederacy.  The  year  1862  also 
saw  the  President  putting  into  effect  laws 
which  had  a  lasting  effect  on  American  life, 
such  as  the  acts  providing  for  a  railroad  to 
the  Pacific  and  for  land  grant  colleges. 

At  the  same  time  he  was  mightily  concerned 
with  saving  the  Union  and  moving  toward  a 
decision  on  emancipation,  Lincoln  had  to  find 
time  to  attend  the  opera  with  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
thank  a  man  who  had  given  some  white  rabbits 
to  his  son  Tad,  and  write  a  testimonial  for  a 
doctor  who  had  operated  on  his  feet.  At  the 
height  of  his  anxiety  over  the  Confederate  in- 
vasion of  Maryland,  he  sprained  his  wrist 
halting  his  runaway  horse.  But  far  more  seri- 
ous than  this  personal  injury  was  the  event 
which  left  a  permanent  emotional  scar  on  the 
family:    the   death   of   Willie   Lincoln    at   age 


Willie  Lincoln 

eleven.  The  Lincolns  had  lost  another  son, 
Eddie,  before  they  left  Springfield.  This  sec- 
ond loss  produced  manly  grief  in  the  President 
and  perhaps  added  to  the  melancholia  which 
his  biographers  sometimes  mention,  but  it 
made  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  ill  for  weeks  and 
very  likely  contributed  heavily  to  the  mental 
deterioration  which  plagued  her  later  life. 

JANUARY 

I  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  hold  a  New 
Year's  reception  for  officials  and  the  public 
in  the  White  House. 

II  Lincoln  accepts  Simon  Cameron's  resig- 
nation as  Secretary  of  War. 


13  President  proposes  E.  M.  Stanton  as 
Cameron's  successor.  This  change  in  the  cabi- 
net is  just  one  of  many  incidents  reflecting 
Lincoln's  current  sense  of  apprehension  about 
the  lack  of  successful  military  action. 

27  Lincoln  issues  General  War  Order  No.  1 
for  simultaneous  action  by  six  different  Union 
military  units  on  February  22.  This  order 
symbolizes  his  increased  personal  role  in  mili- 
tary matters  after  the  failures  of  1861.  It  also 
represents  his  strategic  concept  of  "menacing 
him  [the  enemy]  with  superior  forces  at 
different  points  at  the  same  time."  (The  pro- 
posed campaign  failed  to  materialize  as  Lin- 
coln conceived  it.) 

31  In  the  President's  Special  War  Order  No. 
1,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  focus  of  na- 
tional attention,  is  ordered  to  return  to  the 
vicinity  of  Manassas  Junction,  site  of  the 
disastrous  Bull  Run  engagement  in  1861. 

FEBRUARY 

5  Mrs.  Lincoln  gives  a  White  House  Ball,  an 
unprecedented  event  in  the  social  life  of  a 
President's  wife  in  wartime. 

7  The  President  spends  much  of  the  day 
with  his  son  Willie,  who  is  critically  ill  with 
typhoid  fever. 

17  Lincoln  promotes  U.  S.  Grant  to  Major 
General  largely  as  a  reward  for  his  successful 
campaign  against  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson 
in  Tennessee. 

20     Willie  Lincoln  dies  at  5  p.m. 
25     The  President  signs  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  the  issuance  of  "greenbacks." 
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MARCH 

6  Lincoln  sends  a  message  to  Congress 
recommending  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves 
with  Federal  funds  to  be  used  to  help  com- 
pensate the  owners. 

9  Washington  is  in  turmoil  over  the  threat 
of  the  Confederate  ironclad  ship  "Merrimac." 
which  is  fended  off  by  the  Unions  "Monitor" 
in  a  naval  battle  near  Fortress  Monroe.  Lin- 
coln spends  much  of  the  day  at  the  telegraph 
office  awaiting  news  of  the  enagagement. 

APRIL 

10  The  President  is  ill  but  approves  a  joint 
resolution  of  Congress  for  gradual  emancipa- 
tion, sends  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  for  joint  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  and  issues  a  proclamation  of  thanks- 
giving for  Union  victories,  the  most  recent  at 
Pittsburg  Landing  (Shiloh).  Tennessee,  on 
April  6-7. 

16  Lincoln  signs  an  act  for  the  compensated 
release  of  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
25  Navy  Secretary  Welles  reports  Farragut's 
naval  victory  which  will  lead  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  New  Orleans  on  May  1. 

MAY 

5-12  Lincoln  leaves  Washington  on  a  trip  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  other  points  along  the 
Potomac.  James  and  Elizabeth  rivers.  The 
President  takes  a  hand  in  planning  General 
Wool's  successful  campaign  to  occupy  Nor- 
folk. On  returning  to  Washington,  he  passes 
the  place  where  the  Confederates  destroyed 
their  ironclad  "Merrimac." 
15  He  approves  the  establishment  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  although  it  does 
not  receive  cabinet  status. 

20  Lincoln  signs  the  Homestead  Act  which 
provides  free  land  in  the  public  domain  to  the 
settlers  who  actually  occupy  it. 
22-23  The  Commander  in  Chief  visits  Gen- 
eral McDowell's  command  at  Fredericksburg. 
Va. 

JUNE 

18     Lincoln   privately   reads   a   draft   of  the 

Emancipation  Proclamation  to  Vice  President 

Hamlin. 

23-25     The    President    with    General    John 

Pope    visits    West    Point    to    consult    General 

Scott.    After    this    consultation,    he   combines 

three  military  units  as  the  Army  of  Virginia 

under  Pope's  command. 

28     Lincoln  urges  McClellan  to  save  his  army 

after  the  failure  of  the  peninsular  campaign. 
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JULY 

1  Lincoln  issues  a  call  for  300,000  more 
volunteers  and  a  bill  for  a  3  percent  tax  on 
incomes  over  $600  a  year. 

2  The  President  approves  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road Act  and  the  Morrill  Act  granting  public 
land  to  states  and  territories  to  establish  col- 
leges of  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts. 
7-10  Lincoln  leaves  Washington  to  inter- 
view McClellan  and  other  officers  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  Virginia. 

11  General  Henry  W.  Halleck  is  appointed 
commander  of  all  U.  S.  land  forces.  This  move 
is  a  rebuff  to  the  ambitious  McClellan  and 
his  supporters. 

12  Lincoln  signs  the  bill  creating  the  Con- 
gressional Medal  of  Honor. 

14  The  President  tells  Secretaries  Seward 
and  Welles  of  his  intention  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  if  the  war  does  not  soon  end. 
17  Lincoln  signs  "An  act  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, and  to  punish  treason  and  rebel- 
lion, to  seize  and  confiscate  property  of  rebels, 
and  for  other  purposes.'' 

22  The  President  reads  the  first  draft  of  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  to  the  cabinet  but 
agrees  to  withhold  public  announcement  until 
after  a  military  victory. 

25  Except  for  the  agencies  concerned  with 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  government 
is  in  mourning  over  the  death  of  former 
President  Van  Buren. 
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AUGUST 

22  Although  he  has  been  spending  much 
time  on  plans  for  emancipation  and  the  possi- 
bility of  colonies  for  free  Negroes,  Lincoln 
answers  Horace  Greeley's  anti-slavery  editorial 
"The  Prayer  of  Twenty  Millions":  "If  I  could 
save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave  I 
would  do  it,  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing 
all  the  slaves  I  would  do  it." 

28-30  Lincoln  spends  much  of  his  time  fol- 
lowing telegraphic  reports  of  the  Battle  of 
Second  Manassas  ( Bull  Run ) ,  which  ends  in 
defeat  for  Pope's  Union  Army. 

SEPTEMBER 

16  The  Confederate  invasion  of  Maryland  is 
halted  by  McClellan  at  the  battle  of  Antietam 
as  the  climax  to  several  other  Union  victories. 

22  On  the  heels  of  this  victory,  Lincoln 
reads  the  preliminary  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation to  the  cabinet  and  announces  he  will 
publish  it.  It  provides  for  freeing  all  slaves  in 
states  still  in  rebellion  on  January  1,  1863. 

24  In  a  further  war  measure,  Lincoln  pro- 
claims all  rebels  subject  to  martial  law  and 
deprived  of  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus. 

28  To  Vice  President  Hamlin,  Lincoln  con- 
fides his  estimate  of  the  effect  of  the  Emanci- 
pation Proclamation:  "The  North  responds 
sufficiently  in  breath;  but  breath  alone  kills 
no  rebels." 

OCTOBER 

1-4  Lincoln  visits  and  reviews  the  victorious 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

23  Lincoln  receives  the  suggestion  for  volun- 
tary colonization  of  free  Negroes  in  Liberia,  a 
plan  which  eventually  materializes. 

26  The  President  rejoices  that  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  again  is  moving  against  the 
enemy,  although  he  has  been  prodding  Mc- 
Clellan to  take  action  for  more  than  a  month 
and  feels  that  a  wonderful  opportunity  was  lost 
by   not  pursuing  Lee's  army   after  Antietam. 

NOVEMBER 

5  Lincoln  orders  that  McClellan  be  replaced 
by  General  Burnside  as  Commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

26-27  The  President  visits  General  Burnside 
on  the  steamer  "Baltimore"  prior  to  the  Union 
attack  on  Fredericksburg. 
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6  Lincoln  sends  a  message  to  Congress 
recommending  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves 
with  Federal  funds  to  be  used  to  help  com- 
pensate the  owners. 

9  Washington  is  in  turmoil  over  the  threat 
of  the  Confederate  ironclad  ship  "Merrimac." 
which  is  fended  off  by  the  Union's  "Monitor' 
in  a  naval  battle  near  Fortress  Monroe.  Lin- 
coln spends  much  of  the  day  at  the  telegraph 
office  awaiting  news  of  the  enagagement. 
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resolution  of  Congress  for  gradual  emancipa- 
tion, sends  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  for  joint  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  and  issues  a  proclamation  of  thanks- 
giving for  Union  victories,  the  most  recent  at 
Pittsburg  Landing  (Shiloh),  Tennessee,  on 
April  6-7. 

16  Lincoln  signs  an  act  for  the  compensated 
release  of  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
25  Navy  Secretary  Welles  reports  Farragut's 
naval  victory  which  will  lead  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  New  Orleans  on  May  1. 
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5-12  Lincoln  leaves  Washington  on  a  trip  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  other  points  along  the 
Potomac,  James  and  Elizabeth  rivers.  The 
President  takes  a  hand  in  planning  General 
Wool's  successful  campaign  to  occupy  Nor- 
folk. On  returning  to  Washington,  he  passes 
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Department  of  Agriculture,  although  it  does 
not  receive  cabinet  status. 
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provides  free  land  in  the  public  domain  to  the 
settlers  who  actually  occupy  it. 
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JULY 

1  Lincoln  issues  a  call  for  300,000  more 
volunteers  and  a  bill  for  a  3  percent  tax  on 
incomes  over  $600  a  year. 

2  The  President  approves  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road Act  and  the  Morrill  Act  granting  public 
land  to  states  and  territories  to  establish  col- 
leges of  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts. 
7-10  Lincoln  leaves  Washington  to  inter- 
view McClellan  and  other  officers  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  Virginia. 

11  General  Henry  W.  Halleck  is  appointed 
commander  of  all  U.  S.  land  forces.  This  move 
is  a  rebuff  to  the  ambitious  McClellan  and 
his  supporters. 

12  Lincoln  signs  the  bill  creating  the  Con- 
gressional Medal  of  Honor. 

14  The  President  tells  Secretaries  Seward 
and  Welles  of  his  intention  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  if  the  war  does  not  soon  end. 
17  Lincoln  signs  "An  act  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, and  to  punish  treason  and  rebel- 
lion, to  seize  and  confiscate  property  of  rebels, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

22  The  President  reads  the  first  draft  of  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  to  the  cabinet  but 
agrees  to  withhold  public  announcement  until 
after  a  military  victory. 

25  Except  for  the  agencies  concerned  with 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  government 
is  in  mourning  over  the  death  of  former 
President  Van  Buren. 
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AUGUST 

22  Although  he  has  been  spending  much 
time  on  plans  for  emancipation  and  the  possi- 
bility of  colonies  for  free  Negroes,  Lincoln 
answers  Horace  Greeley's  anti-slavery  editorial 
"The  Prayer  of  Twenty  Millions":  "If  I  could 
save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave  I 
would  do  it,  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing 
all  the  slaves  I  would  do  it." 

28-30  Lincoln  spends  much  of  his  time  fol- 
lowing telegraphic  reports  of  the  Battle  of 
Second  Manassas  (Bull  Run  I,  which  ends  in 
defeat  for  Pope's  Union  Army. 

SEPTEMBER 

16  The  Confederate  invasion  of  Maryland  is 
halted  by  McClellan  at  the  battle  of  Antietam 
as  the  climax  to  several  other  Union  victories. 

22  On  the  heels  of  this  victory,  Lincoln 
reads  the  preliminary  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation to  the  cabinet  and  announces  he  will 
publish  it.  It  provides  for  freeing  all  slaves  in 
states  still  in  rebellion  on  January  1,  1863. 

24  In  a  further  war  measure,  Lincoln  pro- 
claims all  rebels  subject  to  martial  law  and 
deprived  of  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus. 

28  To  Vice  President  Hamlin,  Lincoln  con- 
fides his  estimate  of  the  effect  of  the  Emanci- 
pation Proclamation:  "The  North  responds 
sufficiently  in  breath;  but  breath  alone  kills 
no  rebels." 

OCTOBER 

1-4  Lincoln  visits  and  reviews  the  victorious 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

23  Lincoln  receives  the  suggestion  for  volun- 
tary colonization  of  free  Negroes  in  Liberia,  a 
plan  which  eventually  materializes. 

26  The  President  rejoices  that  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  again  is  moving  against  the 
enemy,  although  he  has  been  prodding  Mc- 
Clellan to  take  action  for  more  than  a  month 
and  feels  that  a  wonderful  opportunity  was  lost 
by   not  pursuing  Lee's  army   after  Antietam. 

NOVEMBER 

5  Lincoln  orders  that  McClellan  be  replaced 
by  General  Burnside  as  Commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

26-27  The  President  visits  General  Burnside 
on  the  steamer  "Baltimore"  prior  to  the  Union 
attack  on  Fredericksburg. 
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LINCOLN'S  LAST  WARNING 

"Now,  if  you  don't  come  down,   I'll  cut  the 
Tree   from   under   you." 

Harper's  Weekly,  October  11,  1862 


DECEMBER 

1  In  his  Second  Annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, Lincoln  proposes  three  constitutional 
amendments:  federal  compensation  for  states 
abolishing  slavery  by  1900,  freedom  for  slaves 
who  have  enjoyed  freedom  as  a  result  of  the 
current  war,  and  provision  for  colonizing  free 
Negroes  outside  the  U.  S. 

14  Lincoln  hears  the  details  of  the  Union 
defeat  at  Fredericksburg  from  a  war  corre- 
spondent. 
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17  Secretary  of  State  Seward  sends  the 
President  a  letter  of  resignation  as  a  result 
of  the  action  of  a  Republican  senatorial  cau- 
cus. 

20  Treasury  Secretary  Chase  also  offers  to 
resign,  but  Lincoln  refuses  to  accept  his  or 
Seward's  resignations  "because  the  public  in- 
terest does  not  admit  of  it." 

25  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  visit  the 
wounded  in  many  hospitals,  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
has  helped  to  provide  Christmas  dinner  for 
them. 

31  Lincoln  calls  a  special  cabinet  meeting 
for  final  revisions  of  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation which  will  become  effective  the  next 
day.  He  approves  the  act  admitting  the  state 
of  West  Virginia  into  the  Union. 


ON  THE  COVER:  Lincoln  is  shown  visiting  General 
George  B.  McClellan  (left  foreground)  after  the 
Antietam  engagement  in  1862. 
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